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Life Story Montage Criteria/Preparation

Organization of the Photos

First decide whether you want to arrange the photos totally chronologically or into “Special Interest” Segments.

Chronological Method

Step 1 - Arrange your photos into chronological order

Step 2 - Place stick-on labels (not post-its!) on the back of each photo and number them in chronological order. 

Step 3 - Place photos into manila envelopes or Zip Lock bags. Divide into sections where you would like the music to change. For instance, if you would like a certain song for photos 1-19, then put only those photos into an individual envelope/bag.

Step 4 - Write on the outside of each envelope or bag the following three items  of information. 1-Numbering segment of included photos (ie-“1-19”) 2- Song selection(s) for section, and 3-Your name. If you do not know which song to use yet, simply write “TBD” (to be determined) on the envelope/bag. 

Special Interest Method

Step 1 - Arrange photos into each section you decide on, For example “Friends”, “”Childhood”, “Family”, “Sports”, etc. 

Step 2 - Place stick-on labels (not post-its) on the back of each photo, and number them in the order you wish them to appear. Please restart the numbering at 1 for each different section.

Step 3 - Place the photos into a separate manila envelope or Zip lock bag for each section. 

Step 4 - Write clearly on the outside of the envelope/bag the following items of information. 1- Description of content of Section (ie- “Friends”) 2- Song selections for section 3- Total number of photos for section 4- Your name

Numbering the Photos

Use stick on labels…NOT POST-ITS!!!

Number in pencil…ink can come off and ruin your priceless photos!

If you need to add a photo(s) in between two photos that are already numbered, just add a letter to the number. For example, if you found an additional photo that you want to place between photos 77 and 78, then number it “77a” and place in between 77 and 78.

If you remove a photo and have no replacement, make sure you place a 3x5 card in where the photo would have gone to indicate that there is no photo with that corresponding number. For instance, if you remove photo 66, place a 3x5 card in between 65 and 67 and write “No 66” on it.

If you have special cropping, retouching, ID, or titling info for a particular photo, place another sticker on the back and write in that info….in pencil.

I suggest that you also add some kind of reference sticker on each photo for your own use,  so that you can get the photos back into the correct albums or to the right people.

Other Info

The photos can be any size from wallet to 11x14.

The higher quality the photo, the higher quality the video.

Vertically formatted photos may need to be cropped to fit the horizontal format of a TV screen. Non-cropped vertical photos will have black on the sides to fill the frame.

Retouching is available at an additional cost.

Approx 12 photos per minute, depending on tempo of music.

Home Videos

If you have home videos, the challenge is to clearly indicate which clips you would like to include in your montage.  Although this can be very time-consuming and difficult, you are the only person qualified to do this task.  On the bright side, you finally get to organize all those tapes, and it definitely makes the final production much more dynamic and entertaining!

If there is only one clip from a particular home video that you want to include, then simply cue the tape to that clip.

If there are multiple clips from a particular home video, then a time-coded copy of the original tape must be made. This will give you a VHS copy that has time code numbers on the screen while you watch the tape. The numbers will start at 0 seconds and continue for the duration of the original tape. This will not harm your original tapes. 

Once you have the time-coded tapes, you will need to go through these tapes and indicate where you want each clip to begin and end. I have forms for this procedure. You will also need to indicate where you would like these clips to be placed in the final production. SSE will be happy to offer guidance and input on this matter!

Music

Your choice of music is critical to the overall feeling of your production.  We strongly suggest that you take great care in choosing the appropriate music. To make for a more personal and emotional effect, you should choose songs from your own library that are special to you in some way. Please provide the music in a CD or MP3 format.  Indicate clearly on the envelope or bag which song you would like to use for each particular section. SSE can also offer you guidance in this area. 

Production Time

SSE must receive everything needed to complete the production no later than two months prior to your “Need By” Date. 

Life Story Montage

Pricing is based on the following elements

Photo Costs

Charges figured on a “per photo” basis

$8 per photo for photos 1-50

$7 per photo for photos 51-100

$5 per photo for photos over 101

Prices include simple cropping and color corrections. Complex or special retouching will be charged on a per photo basis.  Changes, additions and deletions to original set of delivered photos charged at $20 per change.

Per Movie Clip

Use of client supplied video clips-$10 per clip (if cued or logged with “real time”, time code numbers)

If not cued, SSE will charge $75 per hour to view tapes and choose appropriate clips. Each “clip” is a continuous segment with no edits. 

SSE Shot and Produced Original Video

$300 per finished, edited minute.  SSE allots 2-4  continuous hours to shoot such video.  An addition charge of $75 per hour will be charged for productions that require more than 2-4 hours to shoot.

Creative Consultation and Script Writing

Up to 2 hours will be included in the production.  $75 per hour will be charged for time requirements above 2 hours.

Additional Services 

Morph- $50 per photo

Simple animations to photo- $25 per photo

Custom Production-Custom Quote

Video projection services - $275-$600 depending on Projector needed
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